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Title of Active Learning Strategy or Unit:  Medical Terminology Practice Drills
Faculty Name:  Janice M. Kinsinger
Phone:  694-5758
Department:  Health Careers/Public Services & Instructional Innovation & Learning Resources
1. What strategies are used to engage your students actively in their learning?  Do you have an active learning strategy that works for you and your students?  It can be a strategy (role play, case study, scavenger hunt, etc.)  or a full instructional unit (problem-based learning, group work, etc.).  
Using exam pools to offer practice drills (quizzes) to students taking medical terminology that can be repeated over and over again to learn the terms.
2. What is the main goal or major concept for using this active learning strategy? 

Increase student learning by "time on task".  This is a risk-free study option for learning the medical terms for each chapter.  Students take the drills as many times as they wish for 5 points.  Questions pools are used so they get different questions each time, but the chapter test will be taken from the same pool so they have the benefit of knowing they are preparing for the test.  It keeps them engaged in learning the terms. 
3. List your basic instructional objectives for this active learning unit of instruction.  Write 2-3 short statements of expected student outcomes.  Begin with the statement, “The student will be able to…”.  Objectives should be very specific and measurable.  Objectives include the conditions (the circumstances, provided materials, etc.), an action (demonstrate, classify, identify, label, compose, etc.) and criteria (how well, how much, etc.) for measurement.

The Student will be able to:

- practice using the medical terms in a non-threating practice drill process,

- memorize and learn the medical terms through repetition,

- prepare for the test using the same question pool,

- build confidence in using medical terms through repetition and "time on task".

4. List the materials, resources and assignments needed to complete this active learning unit of instruction (computer classroom, 3 weeks, pre-reading, etc.).  

1 - Use of a Blackboard course site with knowledge of test manager and question pools 

2 - Computer lab for classtime; internet access for students 

5. How do you evaluate the students for grading purposes?  

The question pools and drills are set up within Blackboard so the drills are graded as they complete them.  Students are provided immediate feedback and can complete these anytime and anyplace as long as they have Internet access.
6. How do you know your students are learning the information as a result of using this active learning strategy?  Share your classroom assessment technique/s and results (Muddiest Point, Pre-Test/Post-Test, Student Portfolio, etc.).
Students use and prefer the practice drills as evidenced by the feedback surveys conducted over the last 2 class offerings.  Students are prepared for the exams mainly because of these drills.  They perform well on the exams.
7. How did you gather feedback (Climate Survey, Reflection Paper, Classroom Feedback, etc.) on the effectiveness of this active learning strategy?  

College Student Assessment feedback, climate sruveys conducted anonymously using Blackboard several times throughout the semester offering
8. Would you allow a faculty member to visit your classroom to observe for their learning while you complete this session?  (The faculty member must make arrangements with you prior to the class session.)  Explain.  

Not really necessary, but open to helping faculty apply thi sprinciple to their own courses.  Anyone may observe a class of mine at anytime, if they make prior arrangments.  
