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Title of Active Learning Strategy or Unit:   To present a dialog between a tourist and a travel agent in the target language.
Faculty Name:  Christine Strelecky
Phone:  309 694 5356
Department:  English and Language Studies



1. What strategies are used to engage your students actively in their learning?  Do you have an active learning strategy that works for you and your students?  It can be a strategy (role play, case study, scavenger hunt, etc.)  or a full instructional unit (problem-based learning, group work, etc.).  
As part of the preparation for the presentation, the “jigsaw” method (Susan Ledlow) will be used with the reading assignment of the unit.  The Pair-Share” (Susan Ledlow) is also used when responding to the pre and post questions.  
2. What is the main goal or major concept for using this active learning strategy? 

The project was created after reading an ESL project focusing on 2nd language barriers to understanding.  The project presented information both in English and in a 2nd language followed by content questions.  The comprehension difficulties were discussed in order to enhance awareness of 2nd language learning difficulties.  

The 2nd language learner becomes aware of cultural differences, gains a better understanding of his own language and a tolerance of others learning a 2nd language.  

The project was video taped and is being used by Sherri Turner in the Education Department at ICC to help focus attention to communicating with ESL students.



3. List your basic instructional objectives for this active learning unit of instruction.  Write 2-3 short statements of expected student outcomes.  Begin with the statement, “The student will be able to…”.  Objectives should be very specific and measurable.  Objectives include the conditions (the circumstances, provided materials, etc.), an action (demonstrate, classify, identify, label, compose, etc.) and criteria (how well, how much, etc.) for measurement.

The learning objectives of the project:

• to present in-depth cultural information on a topic with the use of the learned language skills.  

• to determine what information a non language person could gather from this project.

• to explore information outside the text with the use of the learned language skills.
• to record the presentation for analysis and discussion of content and value.

4. List the materials, resources and assignments needed to complete this active learning unit of instruction (computer classroom, 3 weeks, pre-reading, etc.).  

This project was designed for the unit on Switzerland, but can be adapted to other units from the text (Neue Horizonte).  The purpose of the dialog created should be informative, use the grammatical structures presented in the unit and make use of target language sources (internet or hard copy).

The video taping of the dialog necessitates the need for presenting a background to give context clues to the viewer
The content of the project:  Tourist information for a 3 day stay in a German speaking city.

Students need to prepare questions in the target language that will be used as a guide in the search for information.  A city website is presented to find answers to the student questions.

In pairs students search for answers to the questions in their target city.  Students prepare a rough draft of their dialog and prepare props for their presentation.  

Students view the text video on the travel agency dialog.

Pairs of students review each others rough drafts in light of the questions prepared by the class.   Students give constructive support using a check list of dialog content items.

Class discussion on mannerism, articulation in view of the text video.  Students practice their dialogs in class for instructor input to intonation.  Possible grammar issues presented to the class as a whole that have been gathered from rough drafts.

The presentation is presented and video taped.  The taped presentations are viewed by students with post project questions.  

5. How do you evaluate the students for grading purposes?  

Rough drafts are compared to final presentations.  A rubric is used when viewing the taped presentations which consists of points for fluency, grammatical use, creativity, background props, intonation, comprehension and content.
6. How do you know your students are learning the information as a result of using this active learning strategy?  Share your classroom assessment technique/s and results (Muddiest Point, Pre-Test/Post-Test, Student Portfolio, etc.).
Preliminary Questions:

Of what value is language learning in preparing a dialog?

In preparing a dialog what are some things you have to know about the language?

What skills will help you find useful information for this project?


Post Questions:

What could a person with no language knowledge understand from the presentation?

What information from the dialog was of interest to you?  Why?  
What skills contributed to this presentation?

7. How did you gather feedback (Climate Survey, Reflection Paper, Classroom Feedback, etc.) on the effectiveness of this active learning strategy?  

Inclass journal reflections at a later date.
8. Would you allow a faculty member to visit your classroom to observe for their learning while you complete this session?  (The faculty member must make arrangements with you prior to the class session.)  Explain.  

yes
