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Title of Active Learning Strategy or Unit:  Portfolio Projects
Faculty Name:  Patrice Hess, Adjunct Faculty, Education
Phone:  694-5295
Department:  Social Sciences
1. What strategies are used to engage your students actively in their learning?  Do you have an active learning strategy that works for you and your students?  It can be a strategy (role play, case study, scavenger hunt, etc.)  or a full instructional unit (problem-based learning, group work, etc.).  
The final project my students complete is a portfolio of work.  Students in my class want to be teachers someday so I try to design assignments that they will actually be able to use, probably with some refinement, in the classroom.  Throughout the course students learn more about instructional technology through hands-on assignments.  They collect lesson plans from the Web, reviews on educational software, create a grade book using Excel, mock up a bulletin board, and create a PowerPoint presentation and a WebQuest for a thematic unit.  Students use the postings they made in class discussion boards and the homework they submitted throughout the semester as the content for their final project portfolios.
2. What is the main goal or major concept for using this active learning strategy? 

The goal of this project is to demonstrate to students that homework is not busywork or just a method to earn a grade in a course. The homework I assign is related to the skills students need to develop as educators.  Students create these useable classroom tools. 
3. List your basic instructional objectives for this active learning unit of instruction.  Write 2-3 short statements of expected student outcomes.  Begin with the statement, “The student will be able to…”.  Objectives should be very specific and measurable.  Objectives include the conditions (the circumstances, provided materials, etc.), an action (demonstrate, classify, identify, label, compose, etc.) and criteria (how well, how much, etc.) for measurement.

The student will be able to:

1. produce portfolio artifacts using technological tools such as word processors, spreadsheet programs and the Internet.

2. reflect on their work and make suggestions for how it could be improved.

3. share their work "as is" or revised/new work based on their experiences in class with their classmates, future instructors in four-year transfer education programs, prospective employers and their future students.

4. List the materials, resources and assignments needed to complete this active learning unit of instruction (computer classroom, 3 weeks, pre-reading, etc.).  

Computers

Internet Access

Basic computer skills (a prerequisite for the course)

5. How do you evaluate the students for grading purposes?  

Every assignment has a simple rubric or grading checklist.  The portfolio has a larger more complex grading rubric/checklist.  All rubrics and grading checklists are provided to students in advance so they may self-assess.
6. How do you know your students are learning the information as a result of using this active learning strategy?  Share your classroom assessment technique/s and results (Muddiest Point, Pre-Test/Post-Test, Student Portfolio, etc.).
Through portfolio work, students can show progression over time.  Assignments completed in the first few weeks of the semester are often less-technically advanced than assignments created in the last part of the semester.  The portfolio project requires students to compile and reflect on their work from the entire semester.
7. How did you gather feedback (Climate Survey, Reflection Paper, Classroom Feedback, etc.) on the effectiveness of this active learning strategy?  

I don't gather feedback on this assignment specficially but students complete a final climate survey at the end of the course.  Portfolio presentations are made as the final course task so many students comment on the portfolio project as a part of the final climate survey.
8. Would you allow a faculty member to visit your classroom to observe for their learning while you complete this session?  (The faculty member must make arrangements with you prior to the class session.)  Explain.  

Yes.  It may be helpful to examine the assignments and rubrics for all the assignments in advance.  I could enable someone to do this through Blackboard.  Then, anyone is inivted to attend our final portfolio presentations!
