
Academic Advisor - Faculty or counselor 
assigned to help students select courses and plan 
educational programs.

Associate Dean - Person responsible for the 
administration of an academic department such 
as English or Math.

Associate Degree - Awarded to a student 
who has completed at least 64 semester hours 
in a particular field of study as outlined in the 
college catalog.

Auditing - Enrolling for and attending class(es) 
regularly without having to take tests.  No grade 
or credit hours are earned.

Baccalaureate Degree - Awarded after 
completion of required semester hours, usually 
four years of full-time academic study.  Usually 
referred to as bachelor's degree.

Certificate of Achievement - Awarded to 
students who complete requirements for a specific 
program of more than one course as listed in the 
College Catalog, but less than 50 semester hours.

Certificate of Participation - Awarded for 
completion of single course programs such as 
"Stress Management" offered by our Professional 
Development Institute.

Class Load - Normal class load is 12 to 18 
credit hours per (fall and spring) semester.  
However, in order to complete the 64 hours 
required for graduation, students must enroll in at 
least 16 hours each semester for four semesters.

Class Schedule - Booklet printed each semester 
listing courses offered, time of day, day of week, 
location, cost, refund dates, withdrawal dates, 
and instructor.

Credit By Examination - Credit granted upon 
successful completion of a standardized test such 
as CLEP (College Level Examination Program) or 
PEP (Proficiency Exam Program).

Credit Hours - Number of hours for which a 
student is given credit for completing a course 
and are associated with the number of hours per 
week that the course is scheduled.

Curriculum - Group of courses making up an 
area of specialization.

Dean - Person responsible for the administration 
of a unit usually consisting of several departments 
or areas.

Department - Administrative unit of an academics 
division, giving instruction in a particular subject or 
group of subjects, such as the Math Department.

Dropping a Course - When a student is signed 
up for a course, or actually taking the course, and 
no longer wants to take the course, the student 
cannot just stop coming to class.  The correct 
Add/Drop form must be filled out in the Registration/ 
Cashiering Office.  Check Class Schedule for details.

Elective - Course student may take but not 
specifically required in a major but counts as 
general credit toward a degree.

Full-time Student - Student enrolled for 12 or 
more semester hours.

General Education Courses - Block of 
courses to broaden student's general knowledge.

Grade Point Average - Total number of grade 
points earned divided by the total number of 
semester hours attempted.

Grade Points - Number of points assigned to 
the specific letter grade received in a class.

Hybrid Classes - Courses delivered through 
a combination of face-to-face instruction and the 
Internet.  Time required in the classroom is reduced 
but not eliminated.

IAI (Illinois Articulation Initiative) - Statewide transfer 
program consisting of core general education 
courses that are transferable.  Successful completion 
of these core courses, composed of five categories 
can mean a smoother transition to any associate or 
bachelor's degree program at participating schools.

Lab - Portion of course work conducted in 
laboratory setting.  Usually hands-on work such as 
physics experiments or computer use.

Lecture - Classroom instruction; not a lab.

Linked Classes - Two classes, two instructors, 
two grades, and one group of students.  Classes are 
designed to help students get to know eachother.

Major - Primary area of concentration of studies 
requiring completion of a combination of required 
and elective courses such as Engineering or 
International Business.  Also called curriculum.

Minimester - Typical 16-week credit class 
accelerated to be completed in approximately 
11 days by attending class approximately 6 hours 
each day.

Non-credit Classes - Courses that do not 
require exams and do not earn college credit.

Off-campus Classes - Courses taught at 
locations other than the East Peoria, Peoria, or 
Pekin campuses, such as classes held at area 
high schools or agencies.

On-campus Classes - Classes taught at the
East Peoria, Peoria, or Pekin locations.

Open-door Policy - Any person 16 years of age 
or older may enroll as a part-time student for credit 
classes (if class does not require a prerequisite) at 
Illinois Central College even if they do not have a 
high school diploma or GED certificate.  But, to enroll 
for classes with the goal of earning as Associate 
Degree, specific entrance requirements must be met.

Prerequisite - Course that must be completed 
before another course can be taken, such as 
MATH 115 must be completed prior to MATH 135.

Registration - Official process of selecting 
specific courses and having enrollment confirmed.  
This process must be repeated each semester 
to be enrolled.

Semester - Usually 16 weeks at Illinois Central 
College; one-half of the academic year.  Note: 
Summer sessions are usually eight weeks long.

Syllabus - Outline of information related to a 
course that is provided by an instructor.  It's given to 
students at the beginning of a semester and provides 
information such as name of the course, instructor's 
name and contact information, required text, course 
objectives, required projects, required reading, 
schedule of exams and quizzes, attendance policy, 
and other information.  Students should regularly 
refer to this document and adhere to its guidance.

Transcript - Copy of student's academic record.  
Can be obtained from the Student Service Center, 
Room L211.

Tuition - Cost of one semester hour multiplied 
by number of semester hours in which enrolled, 
i.e., $87 x 3 semester hours = $261 tuition for the 
average course.

Web Classes (www) - Formerly called Internet 
classes; coursework administered online instead 
of the traditional classroom setting.

Withdrawal - Process by which a student 
officially drops a class(es) during a semester.  
This is the student's responsibility.
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