
What is a Career Cluster?

In today’s world, you have to plan for your career early. That means as early as middle school
and high school, you should be thinking about what you’d like to do as an adult. 

Career Clusters are all about giving you the information you need to decide about your career. 
A “cluster” describes a group of careers that have specific knowledge (things you know) and skills
(things you do) in common. Clusters are groups of occupations and industries that have things
in common:

� Common courses you need to take to be prepared for career success

� How well you have to communicate in writing or verbally 

� What skills you need to “solve problems” or “figure things out”

� The different ways you’ll use computers and technology on the job

� What types of leadership or teamwork abilities are necessary on the job

� Health, safety, and legal responsibilities of different jobs

� Technical skills for “hands on” jobs

Take a look at the list of the 16 Career Clusters on this page.
As you explore each cluster, ask yourself these questions:
� Does the general area interest me?

� Do I think careers in this area would fit my personality and what I value in life?

� Do I want to learn more about how to succeed in this career?

Once you have a general idea of what careers appeal to you, 
the next step is to find out how to get there. Each cluster
contains several career pathways. “Pathways” give you a 
direction by linking your career interests to a specific 
educational program. As you move from high school to 
college, career clusters and pathways can be your guide to
make the right choices about your education. 

Check out the ICC programs on the reverse side to get 
your roadmap and start your journey to a great career.

Career Clusters

For More Information
About Career Clusters

www.careerclusters.org
For information on each of the clusters,
click on the “16 Career Clusters” tab.
For information on plans of study, 
Career Cluster brochures, or interest
guides, click on the “Resources” tab.

For More Information on Jobs
Take a look at the online Occupational
Handbook at:

www.bls.gov/oco/

For current information on Illinois jobs
and the occupational outlook, go to:

www.bls.gov/OES/
current/oes_il.htm
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Contact the ICC Career Center for 
access to career planning tools and 

more information about occupations.

(309) 694-5153
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C a r e e r  C l u s t e r s

Human Services
If you’re devoted to helping people, you’ll find a variety of career opportunities in the Human 
Services Cluster. You can work in early childhood development and family and community services.
You can be a mental health counselor. Or, if you like helping people look and feel better, you might
choose personal care services, which include careers like spa attendants and personal trainers. You
can also help people with consumer problems, counseling them in areas of personal finance, credit,
and similar areas.

Sample Occupations
in the Pathways
Early Childhood Development 

& Services
Childcare Assistant
Nanny

Counseling & Mental Health Services
Mental Health Counselor
Marriage or Family Therapist
Rehabilitation Counselor
Social and Community Service Manager

Family & Community Services
Social Scientist
Social Worker 
Clergy
Human Services Worker
Social and Human Services Assistant

Personal Care Services
Cosmetologist
Manicurist and Pedicurist
Funeral Director
Fitness Trainer or Aerobics Instructor

Consumer Services
Loan Counselor
Property, Real Estate, or Community 

Association Manager

Illinois Central College Programs

Transfer Programs
(Associate in Arts and Science Degree which is the 
first two years of coursework for a bachelor degree)

� Family and Consumer Science

� Philosophy

� Social Work

� Sociology

Career Programs
(Associate in Applied Science Degree in preparation for 
employment; usually two years of study)

� Child Development 

� Drug and Alcohol Counselor Training

� Human Services - Aging Services Paraprofessional

� Human Services - Child Development Degree Option

� Human Services - Generalist Option

� Interpreter Preparation

Certificate Programs
(less than two years of study in preparation for employment)

� Child Development Advanced

� Child Development Basic

� Drug and Alcohol Counselor Training

� Interpreter Preparation

For more information about ICC programs, visit

www.icc.edu/catalog

For more information about jobs in this cluster, visit http://online.onetcenter.org/
Select the “Find Occupations” column and choose “Career Cluster” from the drop-down menu. 

On the Career Cluster page, choose the cluster you are interested in 
from the drop-down menu to view occupational information.


