
What is a Career Cluster?

In today’s world, you have to plan for your career early. That means as early as middle school
and high school, you should be thinking about what you’d like to do as an adult. 

Career Clusters are all about giving you the information you need to decide about your career. 
A “cluster” describes a group of careers that have specific knowledge (things you know) and skills
(things you do) in common. Clusters are groups of occupations and industries that have things
in common:

� Common courses you need to take to be prepared for career success

� How well you have to communicate in writing or verbally 

� What skills you need to “solve problems” or “figure things out”

� The different ways you’ll use computers and technology on the job

� What types of leadership or teamwork abilities are necessary on the job

� Health, safety, and legal responsibilities of different jobs

� Technical skills for “hands on” jobs

Take a look at the list of the 16 Career Clusters on this page.
As you explore each cluster, ask yourself these questions:
� Does the general area interest me?

� Do I think careers in this area would fit my personality and what I value in life?

� Do I want to learn more about how to succeed in this career?

Once you have a general idea of what careers appeal to you, 
the next step is to find out how to get there. Each cluster
contains several career pathways. “Pathways” give you a 
direction by linking your career interests to a specific 
educational program. As you move from high school to 
college, career clusters and pathways can be your guide to
make the right choices about your education. 

Check out the ICC programs on the reverse side to get 
your roadmap and start your journey to a great career.

Career Clusters

For More Information
About Career Clusters

www.careerclusters.org
For information on each of the clusters,
click on the “16 Career Clusters” tab.
For information on plans of study, 
Career Cluster brochures, or interest
guides, click on the “Resources” tab.

For More Information on Jobs
Take a look at the online Occupational
Handbook at:

www.bls.gov/oco/

For current information on Illinois jobs
and the occupational outlook, go to:

www.bls.gov/OES/
current/oes_il.htm
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Contact the ICC Career Center for 
access to career planning tools and 

more information about occupations.

(309) 694-5153
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C a r e e r  C l u s t e r s

Health Science
Health Science is one of the fastest growing Career Clusters. Jobs in this cluster involve helping
people diagnose illness, restore their health, and research new ways of keeping people healthy.
You’ve probably heard of many of the careers in this cluster: registered nurse, paramedic, clinical
lab technician, and physician. But jobs in this area also include working with healthcare informa-
tion and providing technical and other support for healthcare providers “behind the scenes.”  These
occupations include work such as admitting patients, coding medical records, sterilizing medical 
instruments, fixing medical equipment, and making sure supplies get to where they’re needed.

Sample Occupations
in the Pathways
Therapeutic Services
Dentist
Dental Hygienist
Emergency Medical Technician
Licensed Practical Nurse
Nursing Assistant
Obstetrician and Gynecologist
Occupational Therapist
Physical Therapist Assistant
Psychiatrist
Psychologist
Registered Nurse
Respiratory Therapist
Surgical Technologist

Diagnostics Services
Diagnostic Medical Sonographer
Clinical Lab Technician
Radiologic Technologist

Health Informatics
Health Information Technician
Medical Transcriptionist
Public Health Educator

Support Services
Patient Representative

Biotechnology Research 
and Development
Biologist
Clinical Data Manager
Medical Equipment Preparer

Illinois Central College Programs

Transfer Programs
(Associate in Arts and Science Degree which is the 
first two years of coursework for a bachelor degree)
� Dietetics
� Health Career Professions - Dental Hygienist
� Health Career Professions - Medical Record Administrator
� Health Career Professions - Medical Technologist
� Health Career Professions - Nursing (Baccalaureate)
� Health Career Professions - Occupational Therapist
� Health Career Professions - Physical Therapist
� Pre-Chiropractic
� Pre-Medical, Pre-Dental
� Pre-Pharmacy
� Pre-Veterinary
� Psychology

Career Programs
(Associate in Applied Science Degree in preparation for 
employment; usually two years of study)
� Clinical Laboratory Technician
� Dental Hygiene
� Emergency Medical Services
� Human Services - Family/Youth Services
� Human Services - Mental Health Services
� LPN to RN Completion Program
� Occupational Therapy Assistant
� Physical Therapist Assistant
� Radiography
� Registered Nurse
� Respiratory Therapist
� Surgical Technologist 

Certificate Programs
(less than two years of study in preparation for employment)
� Basic Nurse Assistant Training Program
� Emergency Medical Technician - Basic
� Healthcare Emergency Manager
� Human Services - Developmental Disabilities
� Human Services - Psychiatric Rehabilitation
� Medical Assisting
� Medical Coder 
� Medical Office Assistant - Administrative
� Medical Transcription
� Phlebotomy
� Practical Nursing
� Surgical Technologist - Certificate
� Therapeutic Massage

For more information about ICC programs, visit

www.icc.edu/catalog

For more information about jobs in this cluster, visit http://online.onetcenter.org/
Select the “Find Occupations” column and choose “Career Cluster” from the drop-down menu. 

On the Career Cluster page, choose the cluster you are interested in 
from the drop-down menu to view occupational information.


